
About 
In The Painter’s Dream (2004) we follow the 
adventures of a young painter named Corby. After 
several dreams about a treasure in a far-off land 
Corby heads off to seek his fortune. Along the way 
he encounters obstacles and challenges, as well as 
a beautiful young maiden, Ariana. In the end he 
is successful as he confronts his darkest fear and 
the treasure is revealed. A one-act musical, The 
Painter’s Dream was premiered at the Winnipeg and 
Edmonton (Canada) International Fringe Festivals, 
garnering an Elizabeth Sterling Hayes award for 
excellence in visual design and music. ‘Keep on 
Dreaming’ comes around a third of the way through 
the show and is reprised several times.  

In performance 
‘Keep on Dreaming’ is a pep talk to oneself. Corby 
is debating if he should forget about following his 
dreams and take the easy way out by returning home 
or if he should ‘keep on dreaming’ and take the 
hard, scary way in search of his treasure. If you’ve 
ever had to decide between two options, you will 
know precisely what Corby is going through. Corby 
ultimately decides he’s much happier following his 
dreams and heads out with great enthusiasm. The 
song opens in a ref lective mood as Corby ponders 
going home. The vocal tone is conversational in 
style, tempo rubato; with the tempo change at bar 
15, your vocal quality changes to one of excitement 
as you consider following your dreams. Articulation 
is key in this section. Work on the rhythm so your 
words have a natural buoyancy. At the chorus in bar 
35, go for an open and legato sound. Let your voice 
soar as you sing through the long high notes. Events 
build to a triumphant, joyful ending which should 
be ref lected in your vocal choices. Make sure your 
body and facial expressions mirror what you are 
expressing vocally.

Keep On Dreaming
from !e Painter’s Dream

Lyrics by Barry Thorson
Music by Richard Link



Keep On Dreaming
from The Painter’s Dream

I have in my hands, all that I need, 
I can go back to my life. 
No more adventures now to intercede. 
I can go home. 

I’m almost a man so I should begin to act like one, 
I’ve grown. 
Dreams are for little children, not men. 
Time to go home. 

This all makes sense in my tiny little head, 
so why do I feel unhappy? 
There is nothing here. 
So why do I dread the thought of going home.
 
Let’s say I don’t go home, 
but move on from here. 
Who’s to say the road won’t be filled with fear. 
Mind you fear’s okay, 
I’ve been afraid before. 
To waste another day scares me even more, 
I’m a few hours away from the home I know. 
But a few hours closer to my treasure so I’ll.

Keep on dreaming and not look back, 
I will cross the desert and stay on track. 
if it doesn’t work, I can always go back. 

To the things I know and the things I’ve done 
I feel happy now like my life’s begun. 
I crossed that bridge and survived the snakes, 
so it’s fairly clear, 

that I have what it takes to beat the odds. 
And come out on top. 
I swear to the Gods, nothing can stop me now. 
I will cross the desert and stay on track. 
Now I’ve found my way and I won’t look back. 
I won’t look back. 

 

Lyrics
Keep On Dreaming
from The Painter’s Dream



Keep On Dreaming
from The Painter’s Dream Lyrics by Barry !orson

Music by Richard Link

© 2008 Richard Link and Barry Thorson International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.
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